
 

           BACKGROUND GUIDE 
UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

 

Letter from Executive Board 

Dear Prospective Members, 

At the outset on behalf of the Executive Board, we extend a warm welcome to all of you and 

congratulate you on being a part of the United Nations Human Rights Council simulation at 

SNAMUN 2021. 

We believe that „study guides‟ are detrimental to the individual growth of the members since 

they overlook a very important aspect of this activity, which is - Research. We are sure however 

that this background guide gives you a perfect launching pad to start with your research. The 

Background guide would be as abstract as possible, and would just give you a basic perspective 

on what the executive board believes you should know before you commence your research. 

This being clear, kindly do not limit your research to the areas highlighted, further but ensure 

that you logically deduce and push your research to areas associated with the issues mentioned. 

The objective of this background guide is to provide you with a „background‟ of the issue at 

hand and therefore it might seem to some as not being comprehensive enough.We are not 

looking for existing solutions, or strategies that would be a copy paste of what countries you are 

representing have already stated; instead we seek an out of the box solution from you, while 

knowing and understanding your impending practical and ideological limitations. The onus is 

on you, members, to formulate a resolution which gives a fair attempt and frame practical 

solutions for impairment of treaties, failing and showing no progress, crippled by political 

interest pushing humanity towards the brim of war. Wishing you all a very warm good luck and 

hoping to see you all at this conference discussing imperative issues of international interest and 

we look forward to meeting you all at SNAMUN 2021.  

Warm Regards 

Ms. Garima Rajpal                                                                                  Ms. Nandini Singhal 

       President                                                                                                 Vice President 

 

 



 

AGENDA: 

Discussing the deteriorating situation of human rights in the occupied Palestinian Territory 

ABOUT UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL  

United Nations Human Rights Council is a United Nations body whose mission is to promote 

and protect human rights around the world. The UNHRC has 47 members elected for staggered 

three-year terms on a regional group basis. 

The UNHRC investigates allegations of breaches of human rights in UN member states, and 

addresses important thematic human rights issues such as freedom of association and assembly, 

freedom of expression, freedom of belief and religion, women's rights, LGBT rights, and the 

rights of racial and ethnic minorities. 

The members of the General Assembly elect the members who occupy the UNHRC's 47 seats. 

The term of each seat is three years, and no member may occupy a seat for more than two 

consecutive terms. The seats are distributed among the UN's regional groups as follows: 13 for 

Africa, 13 for Asia, six for Eastern Europe, eight for Latin America and the Caribbean 

(GRULAC), and seven for the Western European and Others Group (WEOG). The previous 

CHR had a membership of 53 elected by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) through 

a majority of those present and voting. 

The UNHRC holds regular sessions three times a year, in March, June, and September. 

The UNHRC can decide at any time to hold a special session to address human rights violations 

and emergencies, at the request of one-third of the member states. 

 

What are the basic and fundamental human rights? 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights sets out, for the first time, fundamental human 

rights to be universally protected and it has been translated into over 500 languages. 

Drafted by representatives with different legal and cultural backgrounds from all regions of the 

world, the Declaration was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in Paris on 10 

December 1948 (General Assembly resolution 217 A) as a common standard of achievements 

for all peoples and all nations.  

 

 



 

Articles (in short) mentioned in the UDHR are:- 

Article 1 Right to Equality 

Article 2 Freedom from Discrimination 

Article 3 Right to Life, Liberty, Personal Security 

Article 4 Freedom from Slavery 

Article 5 Freedom from Torture and Degrading Treatment 

Article 6 Right to Recognition as a Person before the Law 

Article 7 Right to Equality before the Law 

Article 8 Right to Remedy by Competent Tribunal 

Article 9 Freedom from Arbitrary Arrest and Exile 

Article 10 Right to Fair Public Hearing 

Article 11 Right to be Considered Innocent until Proven Guilty 

Article 12 Freedom from Interference with Privacy, Family, Home and Correspondence 

Article 13 Right to Free Movement in and out of the Country 

Article 14 Right to Asylum in other Countries from Persecution 

Article 15 Right to a Nationality and the Freedom to Change It 

Article 16 Right to Marriage and Family 

Article 17 Right to Own Property 

Article 18 Freedom of Belief and Religion 

Article 19 Freedom of Opinion and Information 



 

Article 20 Right of Peaceful Assembly and Association 

Article 21 Right to Participate in Government and in Free Elections 

Article 22 Right to Social Security 

Article 23 Right to Desirable Work and to Join Trade Unions 

Article 24 Right to Rest and Leisure 

Article 25 Right to Adequate Living Standard 

Article 26 Right to Education 

Article 27 Right to Participate in the Cultural Life of Community 

Article 28 Right to a Social Order that Articulates this Document 

Article 29 Community Duties Essential to Free and Full Development 

Article 30 Freedom from State or Personal Interference in the above Rights 

 

The UDHR is not a treaty so it doesn't have any binding legal obligations. In the 70 years since 

its announcement, the document has profoundly influenced the development of international 

human rights law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HISTORY OF ISRAEL 

 It is a country situated in middle east which can be found over on southern east and northern 

shores of Mediterranean and Red sea respectively touching the borders of Lebanon by the north, 

Syria by north east, Jordan by east, Egypt by south west and Palestinian territories and Gaza 

strip by east and west.   

Modern Israel and west bank are said to be situated at the site of ancient kingdoms  of Israel and 

Judah. It is also the sites linked to Christianity, Islam, Judaism and many others.  Israel was 

ruled by those many of different territories and also been home to variety of community groups, 

which made whole of this community go primarily Jewish until that 3
rd

 century, moving 

forward which changed to become mostly Christian and then Muslim in 7
th
 century which lasted 

till the 20
th

 era. Later on, frequent conflicts started happening between Christian and Muslin 

community. 

Then a national movement named Zionism came into the existence on the late 19
th

 century. As 

soon as the British took over the ottoman empire there were those more of the happenings 

which took place in continuity including the Balfour Declaration in World War 1 and also the 

increment in formation of Mandate of Palestine which in other words can be said as the Jewish 

action of coming to the land of Israel permanently, which as a result led to an increase in many 

of those problems between Arab and Jewish causing collision in there national movements. 

In 1970 Israel became the supporter in military and many other purposes. and then in the year of 

1979 an agreement on Egypt- Israel peace treaty based encamp David accords was signed  as to 

maintain peace between two nations. Similar to which there were so many of those other 

agreements that were signed between Israel and different nation such as in 1993 Oslo 1 accord 

was signed with Palestine liberation organization. And many other were signed but there were 

still conflicts between Israel and other countries. 

In 9th century BCE, this was the time when Israel got appeared with proper clarity and also this 

very time Shalmaneser 3, the Assyrian king named through his enemies at the battles of Qarqar.  

Moving along in 7th century there were those people of Jerusalem who grew up to really big 

with great number of population 

Rule of roman- people who belonged to Jewish migrated to Rome and roman Europe from land 

of Israel, Babylon, Alexandria and Asia Minor as there were those huge numbers of conflicts 

going between Ptolemaic and Seleucid territories in the land of Israel itself. Now as they moved 

over there in Rome were those best of the privileges that Jewish people enjoyed and thus that 

made them become the most part of the community in proper manner.  



 

HISTORY OF PALESTINE 

Word Palestine derives its origin from the Greek word, Philistia. Palestine theoretically includes 

the West Bank and the Gaza.  A lot of its major borders have been occupied by the Israel for 

years It has been recognized as an Independent state by around 135 UN members. In year 1923 

one British mandate for palatine was enforced by League of Nations. In 1948 war took place 

that ensued involved Israel and five Arab nations—Jordan, Iraq, Syria, Egypt and Lebanon. 

After the after Israel dominated 2/3 of the area while Jordan took control of the West Bank, 

Egypt and the Gaza Strip. In 1964, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) was formed for 

the purpose of establishing a Palestinian Arab state on the land previously administered under 

the British Mandate. In 1969, the well-known Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat became the 

Chairman of the PLO and held that title until he died in 2004. 

ISRAEL- PALESTINE CONFLICT 

Now when talking about Jerusalem, mainly three religions are linked with it- Jews, Christians 

and Muslims and their holy book mention this place with different names. For Jews it is 

Yerushalayim, for Muslims it is Al-Quds and for Christians it is Salem. According to the Old 

Testament, god told Abraham and his people to go and settle in this area. After Romans came 

here, they changed the name from Judea to Palestine which is derived from philistine denoting 

the area occupied by the Philistines invaders, eventually Jews were thrown out. During the 

British rule there were three agreements made with three different parties for the same piece of 

land, so this created a lot of chaos. Due to holocaust also immigration of Jews increased rapidly. 

In 1947, British handed over Palestine to UN who divided Palestine in two parts, for Jews it 

was Israel and for Arabs it was Palestine. Post 1967 war, most of the Jerusalem is under the 

control of Israel. In 2014, a unity government was formed but since there was recent outbreak 

took place which involved rocket-firing from Palestinians and air-strikes by Israelis.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

On 13 April, Israeli authorities banned Eat Jerusalem residents from gathering at Damascus 

gate‟s steps. This was followed by nightly protests by Palestinians. Few days later, Jews were 

seen marching chanting “death to Arabs”. Then militants group in Gaza fired rockets into Israel, 

after 12 days of confrontation Israeli authorities finally took the barricades down.  

Then Israeli Supreme Court‟s decision of expulsion of Palestinian families and Palestinian 

authorities‟ decision to postpone elections contributed to the violent confrontations.  

Events like Israeli police clashes with Palestinians, closing gates of the mosque, and Hamas 

responding after many warnings with a series of rockets towards Jerusalem and Israel retaliating 

with airstrikes contributed to further escalation of the matter. 

TIMELINE OF ISRAEL-PALESTINE CONFLICT 

 1948: Regional conflict grows after the independence from British. After the conflict Israel 

gets the large portion. 

 July 1956: Israel invaded Egypt, followed by Britain and France after President Gamal 

Abdel Nasser nationalized Suez Canal. Eventually, a peace deal ended the fighting. 

 June 1967: A „six-day war‟ begins between Israel and Egypt, eventually; Israel takes control 

of Gaza strip, Sinai, the West Bank, the Golan Heights and East Jerusalem.  

 October 1973: Arab nations, led by Egypt and Syria, launched an attack on Israel but Israel 

was able to take control of situation with the help of its allies. 

 1978:  A peace deal between Egypt and Israel, known as Camp David accords was signed by 

September 17, 1978.  

 December 1987: First intifada in West Bank, Gaza and Israel continued for years. 

 1993: Oslo accords are signed between Israel and Palestine based on UN resolutions. 

 2000: Second intifada took place after the visit of an Israeli political figure and continued till 

2005. 

 2006: Militant group Hamas comes in power in Gaza. 

 December 2008: Attacks on Gaza by Israel starts and the rocket attack into Israel by 

Palestinian militants took place. 



 

 November 2012: Hamas military chief is killed by Israel.  

 2014: Seven week conflict takes place after Hamas militants killed Israeli teenagers. 

 December 2017: Trump recognizes Jerusalem as Israel‟s capital and this was followed by 

outrage from Palestinians. 

 2018: Protests take place in Gaza and Israel staged a raid into Gaza. 

 May 2021: after 2014, one of the fiercest confrontations took place when rockets were fired 

from Gaza and airstrikes on Palestinian territory took place. 

UNO on ISRAEL-PALESTINE CONFLICT 

UN believes that only a political solution can end the conflict going on. It can come to an end 

only through negotiations and by creating a viable two- state solution. “Only through 

negotiations that end the occupation and create a viable two-State solution, on the basis of UN 

resolutions, international law and mutual agreements, with Jerusalem as the capital of both 

States, can we hope to bring a definitive end to these senseless and costly cycles of violence”  as 

said by Mr. Wennesland. 

Questions to consider: 

1) What are the possibilities of resolving the conflict? 

2) How can we minimize human rights violation in the region? 

3) What is the appropriate response that the nation-states should consider to rectify this issue? 
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